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BUT to turn back for a moment. Why, if Mind
renders Polity stable through its gift of Record
and consciousness, did the Mind of Athens form
no empire ? Why did the Hellenic leagues fail to
endure ? The Greeks seemed specially to have come
into existence to intensify and express what I have
called the Mind-centre in polity-making. They are
our masters in polity-making still. They wrote its
very grammar. They made Athens a walk of free,
probing, analytic, experimental mind; washing into
the inlets of all life, disengaging the ideal and
essence under all appearance. Their greatest plays
are sheer rebellions of the ironic protagonists of
Mind against Anangke and the settled status of the
Olympians. The very decadence and rhetorical
deliquescence of their famous schools of discussion
coldly furnished forth later an organisation for that
Alexandrian university which became the prototype
of all mediaeval universities, and of our own splendid
foundations in that kind, where alone we enjoy some-
thing of the free communal delights of Athenian de-
mocracy. For Mind the Greeks stood. Even in the
conquests of Alexander, when, urged India-wards by
the omnipotential Principle whispering " Totality!
totality!" he spread his Greek colonies as garrisons
far eastward as the Indus. For in time these made
the Greek tongue the polite and learned language
of the whole East So that, as everybody knows,
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